


| T IS ONE of sea angling's most definitive images. The
height of summer; a boar bobbing on turquoise water, bare
male torsos in varying states of maintenance and the sun
glinting on mantelptece-sized bass, fins up like the sails on

a junk in protest at the unexpected change of schedule.
Mo wonder Andy Adams’ dentist doesnt see much of him,
Skipper of Poole boar Random Harvest, Adams recently
worked 38 strmight days with a woth holed down to the nerve befare
he could manage an afiernoon off, such is the demand among his

customers wanting, to live the bass dream ofl the Dorset coast,

Blezsed with a harbour beg enowgih 1o
hos half-a-dozen rock concens sinmulia-
neoushy an upmorket look 10 iis water-
frort and beauriful coasial soemery o be
enjoved by those who venture our into
thee cpen sea, Pooke can throw a host of
hshing cppomunitics D {5 Woirksm
mix, but bass fishing remains the sum-
miee's hurcly annial, ina season that nns

‘1.

Gotekal Feases Suinbrifge-Smaih with a bass

froom Lae-April 1o AugesySeptember.

Thee sea bed fumows its brow in nuny
places, producing the meels and smd-
hanks where those boss keater, ether o
capiralise on whe are nanural food-hold-
ing arcas or vo conceal themselves from
their prey:

Yoar can fish e Suwesh Chomned
close to the hatbour entrance bug you
get mainky school boss there,” s Amdy
"Further aficld, the popular apreas ane
Old Harry and Pevenl Races on the way
12 5t Alban's Head to the west of Poole,
while 1o e e we fish Sowthbonmse
Bough, Chrstchuarch Ledge and the ames
arcaund Thie Mesdles. These are all banks
sl !:li.t;.'-l g cusrenkL”

It is this Laer quality tho creates the
fumnel effect as the sea bed mdaes fonee
the tidke nto a smalller arca, cnging an
ypsurge that drags fod panicles into
concerirated areas

*Henty of tidal movement is the key”
Ackme conlinms, ™oat can calch on the
elsb or ew, bul vou need the waer 1o
be active. The fishing in general here is
always best on a spring, tide.®

When comdions  sulz,  double-fig-
ure bass come as slandard, with a 16-
peander the best 1o have crossed the
Random Harvest gunnels fo date

'iI|:||,'.=!]|:.'I WML WILIT 3 WASLTIT, SLETMIYY day
with plemy of bird acion on the sur-
face* saps Andy "That's the sign that
the froy are being forced up ad these are
Tnzs i (b apea.”

A zandee] is the classic bait, of course,
buz i vou'ne seriously committed 1o
casching one of the lager bass, Adams
recontmends joey mackere]. That's emall
fxsh o the Layrmam. Shads and cther arti-
ficials he finds are an increasingly elfec-
{ive allermeltlse

*I'd say shawds aml livebain catch equal-
Iy well now,” he confirms. "Amificials are
e gl | Rish them on o 490 spood.

1 s Sorm b all makes wend to woek
well and of course they have the added
advanizze over bvebait of not making
ach 2 mess on the Boar®

Whatever bait vou' ope for, the ap-
proach 5 1o fich it on ihe bottom, ina
bicl 1o hare the fsh cat from the sca bed's
|'|I.I|'|L|,:r~j and helboa. Alarns advises his
crew 1o go for 300 mainline and a 20(h
anood of 6l for sandeel, although you
should halve that lenggh if using mack-
erel livebait, in ogder 1o minkmies ungles
with ather anglees on a busy boat.

*If we're in abowt 30 metres of waler,
use b0z lead,” he suggess, "B in anmy-
thing shallower, 2oz should be enolgh

The Poole Bay Snmll Boar Angling
Chab website (anwnpbshac co.uk) mecs
ormmenids o slichng boom, sopped by
a buller bead and a swivel 10 keep the
irace clear of the mainline and it also
points ils neaders in the direction of
Fuaciocarbon Bine, the extremely bow re-
fractory value renders it almost invisible
in waler

Adams & ot o Gy of beaid. *1 howe
ween o lot of good fish kst by angers
fishing with brakd, wually becanse the
leader has not been secured well enough
1 the mainkine

Civenn e species you are after, do
ot forget 10 use hooks: that are sirong
enough 1o ahsorh a fish's most vigomus
attentions bl light enough net 1o re-
strict your bair's riural action if you ane
livie-haiting.

“Do not forget to use
hooks that are strong
enough to absorb a fishs
mosl vigorous attentions”

“Ideally, you want a warm, sunny day with
plenty of bird action on the surface. Thats
the sign that the [ry are being forced up and
there are bass in the area”

Shlpper Andy Adams prepanes 10 net a bass caupht on 4 jocy sackered Byebain



S oper Andy Adams displays another pristine bass
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